cited entries along a supply road. Although the missing
timbers were not concentrated in one particular area and were
at intermittent locations along the supply road at the
locations described by the inspector, the missing timbers
were at places where belt examiners and rock dusters
had to travel and work. Further, while the inspector did not
believe that the roof conditions were "abnormal," and saw no
signs of any immediate roof falls, he did testify that there
had been some roof falls along the supply road in question
and that he observed some roof cracks and cavities in the
roof areas which he cited.

The respondent's safety director Lamb did not disagree
that the Inspector was concerned that the 200 missing roof
support timbers compromised the stability- of the roof along
the roadway He also agreed with the inspector's assessment
that at least one person would be exposed to a hazard of
a roof fall in one of the cited areas which were "skipped"
and not supported by the required additional roof support
timbers, and that this would pose a "problem."

Given the fact that some 200 roof support timbers were
not installed along a supply road where miners were expected
to travel and work, I conclude and find that roof fall hazard
existed along the cited supply road in question, and that
in the event of such a fall it was reasonably likely that
the miners who traveled that road would suffer injuries of
.a reasonably serious nature.  Accordingly, the inspector's
"S&S" finding IS AFFIRMED.

Citation Nos. 2338768 and 2338769

In defense of these citations, Mr. Craft asserted that
some of the conditions described by Inspector Siria on the face
of the citation forms with respect to the cited coal accumulations
and "bad rollers" were not in fact observed by Mr. Siria,
feut were purportedly observed by his supervisor, Inspector Hill.
,Mr. Craft stated that Mr. Siria relied on what Mr. Hill told
him, and simply incorporated these purported observations as
part of the citations which he .issued {Tr. 232-233).  Mr. Craft
pointed out that Inspector Hill did not testify, and that he
did not co-sign the citation forms CTr. 234).

Mr. Craft's assertions regarding Inspector Hill's involvement
with the citations are/correct.  I believe that any inspector,
supervisor "or not, should sign any citation which is jointly
issued, and he should be prepared to support his conclusions
that a violation has occurred. However, on the facts of
this case, I cannot conclude that Mr. Hill's failure to
sign the citation forms renders them procedurally defective.
Further, I cannot conclude that Mr. Hill's failure to testify
has prejudiced the respondent, and my reasons in this regard follow.

41dent is charged with a violation                                    ;
